The poem "facing it" concerns the speaker's angst, who is a Vietnam veteran to face Vietnam War. The black wall is revealed as a memorial wall meant to evoke different kinds of images about war-torn. This represents past violence of pain and agony.  The effects of this war, torture, and pain to a youthful black soldier is what the poem is exploring. Komunyankaa himself appears to have spent good times as correspondent in this war.  The dealy battles for supremacy are witnessed and reported by him. I feel that facing it reveals mental turmoil and emotional issues about those who succumbed to the war. 


The poem persimmons by LiYoung Lee pinpoints the issues to do with assimilation. Li-Young Lee is a Chinese native, and at a very young age, he comes to the United States. The poem expresses Cruel and forced assimilation in a foreign country, which possibly leads to the loss of culture, and this is evident where Liyoung lee seems to have lost his Chinese language. This is an indication of cultural loss through assimilation into Chinese-American culture.
